
Chestley’s Testimony
I was raised as a preacher’s son in an Independent
Fundamental Baptist church, hearing the gospel from
early childhood. At age eight, after listening to my father
preach, I realized my need for salvation and accepted
Jesus Christ as my Savior. Growing up, I admired the
many missionaries who visited our church to present
their work. At 13, witnessing the events of 9/11 inspired
me to join the U.S. Navy after high school. Through my
service in the Navy and later work with the Department
of Defense, God opened my eyes to the urgent need for
the gospel abroad. In 2017, the Lord called me into
missions, and I have since dedicated my life to

advancing the Gospel in Colombia.

Our Testimony

As Chestley prayed about where to serve, God opened
the door to go to Colombia. Miguel Sanabria welcomed
him and introduced him to the country. God confirmed
Chestley’s call to Colombia and allowed him to meet
Yessica. Three years later, after Chestley finished Bible
college and deputation, they began dating. A year later
he proposed, and, they were married. Today, Chestley
and Yessica serve the Lord together in Medellín,

building a life centered on ministry and gospel witness.

Yessica’s Testimony

In Venezuela, my mother took us to church, but I never
heard the gospel. I earned a place in the Venezuelan
National Orchestra which kept me from church touring
internationally, Later after graduating high school I went
to law school. However, when I finished oppression
under socialism forced me to flee to Colombia. There I
received a invite for free English classes. I attended,
heard the message of salvation, and received Christ. I
immediately began praying God would use me to tell

others about Him.
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Colombia

Many people associate Colombia with coffee, cocaine,
and Catholicism. Across the country, deep spiritual

darkness persists—from northern indigenous traditions
centered on wandering spirits, to Amazonian creation
myths and prayers to creation for protection, to heavy

satanic cults on the coast. In Medellín, poverty,
addiction, and prostitution remain visible daily,

alongside a reliance on works-based religion. Chestley
and Yessica pray for the day when Christ is what people

think of when they picture Colombia.

Ministry Plan

Evangelize: Proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ as
God’s true power to save and transform lives.
Disciple Believers: Teach Christians through Scripture
and personal example how to live faithfully for God.
Train Leaders: Equip faithful national men to pastor,
lead ministries, and plant additional churches.
Plant Churches: Establish autonomous local churches
to expand gospel witness across Colombia.

Ministry

Chestley is pastor at Iglesia Bautista El Refugio, in a
community of 15,000 people in walking distance. Most

live in material and spiritual poverty, surrounded by
addiction and hopelessness. They work to share the hope
of Christ through services, outreach programs, English
practice groups, and meetings for men, women, and

youth. Additionally teaching at Vision Baptist Seminary
and partnering with Amazon for Christ to reach remote

villages in the Amazon Jungle along the river.
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DOCTRINE

The Bible - We believe that the BIBLE is the WORD OF GOD, and that it is divinely inspired. We
believe in the plenary, verbal inspiration, that it is the only complete and final revelation of the will of
GOD to man, and the supreme, infallible authority in all matters of faith and conduct. We use the King
James Bible for all teaching and preaching in English.

God - We believe in the Trinity, the unity of the Godhead. There are three persons: The FATHER, The
SON, and The HOLY SPIRIT. They are equally perfect in every divine quality, and execute distinct but
harmonious offices in the great work of redemption. (A) We believe in GOD the FATHER (B) We
believe in JESUS CHRIST (C) We believe in the HOLY SPIRIT.

The Father - We believe in God the Father, an infinite, personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom,
power and love. We believe that He infallibly foreknows all that shall come to pass, that He concerns
Himself mercifully in the affairs of men, that He hears and answers prayer, and that He saves from sin
and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ - We believe in Jesus Christ, God's only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit. We
believe Jesus Christ is God. We believe in His virgin birth, sinless life, miracles, and teachings. We
believe in His substitutionary atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual
intercession for His people, and personal visible return to earth.

The Holy Spirit - We believe in the person of the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son
to convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify, and empower all
who believe in Jesus Christ. We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ.

Man - We believe that all men by nature, choice and practice are sinners, but that "God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." We believe, therefore, that those who repent of their sins and by faith receive Christ as
Lord and Savior will rejoice forever in God's presence, and those who refuse to receive Christ as Lord
and Savior will be forever separated from God.

Eternal State - We believe in a literal Heaven, the eternal home of the redeemed. We believe Heaven
to be the literal place where the saved will live forever in the eternal bliss and blessings of God. We
believe in Hell, the Christ-less eternity for the lost, where there will be burning and tormenting for
those without salvation, who have refused to receive the gospel and Jesus Christ as Lord. We believe
that Hell, unbelievers, Satan and all the fallen angels shall be cast into the lake of fire to be tormented
day and night forever and forever.

Salvation - We believe salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all
who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for
the believer. In its broadest sense salvation includes regeneration, justification, sanctification, and
glorification. There is no salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.

Baptism - We believe in baptism by immersion after salvation with no merit for salvation in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost (Spirit). We reject infant baptism and any form of sprinkling for
infants or adults. Baptism is an outward expression of our faith in Jesus Christ and simply a public
testimony of what God has done by His grace.
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DOCTRINE

The Church - We believe in the local church, consisting of a company of professing, born-again
believers in Jesus Christ, immersed on a credible confession of faith, and associated for worship, work
and fellowship. We believe that to those local churches we are committed, for perpetual observance of
the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper, and that God has laid upon these churches the task of
proclaiming to a lost world the acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and the enthroning of
Him as Lord and Master. Its scriptural officers are pastors and deacons. While both men and women are
gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor is limited to men as qualified by Scripture.

The Relationship between Church and State - We believe that every human being is responsible to
God alone in all matters of faith; that each church is independent and autonomous and must be free
from any ecclesiastical or political authority; therefore, Church and State must be kept separate as
having different functions with each fulfilling its duties free from the dictation or patronage of the
other.

Spiritual Gifts - We believe that spiritual gifts are given to the church for the express purpose of
winning the lost and edifying other believers. The Holy Spirit is given to each believer upon acceptance
of Christ and His purpose is to exalt and bring people to Christ. Speaking in tongues was the least
important of these gifts and was given as a sign for unbelieving Jews. That is why Vision Baptist
Church does not teach or practice speaking in tongues.

Eternal Security - We believe in the eternal security of all blood-bought individuals or believers and
that such inheritance is incorruptible, and undefiled, and that each believer is kept by the power of God
and nothing can separate us from Him, ourselves included. We believe that believers can lose the joy of
fellowship with God, can grieve God and can quench the Spirit of God in him or her, but not lose
his/her salvation.

World Evangelism - We believe that the apostolic office ceased with the death of the Apostles. We
believe that it is His church that He promised continual existence, to continue the work He started until
He comes again. We believe that the ministry of reconciliation is committed to every believer and all
are saints/priests of God. The Lord Jesus Christ has commanded the preaching of the gospel to all
nations. It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus
Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all nations.

Second Coming - We believe in the literal return of Jesus Christ to the clouds to take all saved people
from the earth before the beginning of the Tribulation period. We believe in his bodily/visible return
with his saints at the close of the Tribulation period to rule and reign for a thousand years on earth. We
believe that unbelievers will face God and be judged at the Great White Throne Judgment according to
their works, not for salvation, but for their proper and rightful places in the lake of fire.

Biblical Separation - We believe that all the saved should live in such a manner as not to bring
reproach upon their Savior and Lord; and that separation from all religious apostasy, all worldly and
sinful pleasures, practices and associations is commanded of God.
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